
How Taking a Math Test Is Different From Other Tests 
Math tests require both the recall of information and the application of information.  They 

build on previous information.  Many students do not complete math tests in the time allotted.  

Math test preparation and test taking skills are different from other tests.  Math tests require a 

test taking plan and test analysis. 

 

Attending Class and Doing Homework Is Not Enough 
There is no time constraint while doing homework.  There is little anxiety while doing 

homework.  You can consult the text and notes while doing homework.  You have the answers 

in the back the book and solutions in the solution book.  Homework problems cover the 

concept of the section and are sequential.  During homework, you have time to figure out your 

calculator.  When doing homework, you can ask a classmate or tutor for help.  While doing 

homework, you can go to websites for help. 

 

General Pretest Rules 
Get a good nights sleep before taking a test.  Start studying for the test at least three days ahead 

of time.  Review only already learned material the night before the test.  Make sure you know 

all the information on your mental cheat sheet.  Try to recall the information on your mental 

cheat sheet as you are going to sleep.  Get up in the morning at your usual time.  Be sure you 

have a sharpened pencil, calculator, eraser, and whatever else you need for the test. 

 

Ten Steps To Better Test Taking  
1. Memory Data Dump 

2. Preview Test 

3. Second Memory Data Dump 

4. Test Progress Schedule 

5. Answer Easy Questions 

6. Skip Difficult Questions 

7. Review Skipped Questions 

8. Guess At Remaining Questions 

9. Review All Test 

10. Use All Test Time 

 

Six Common Errors In Test Taking 
1. Misread Directions 

2. Careless Errors 

3. Concept Errors 

4. Application Errors 

5. Test Taking Errors 

6. Study Errors 



 


